





SYMA CHILDFEST 2012

Child Fest Day 1 : 22nd Jan 2012 - Drawing
Competitions

We have been conducting Child Fest for more than one
and half a decade now. From last year, the venue has been
the majestic inspiring red walls of the famous The Hindu
Higher Secondary School, 149 Big Street, Triplicane —a great
learning centre which has produced eminent scholars and
successful personalities, transforming the lives of tens of
thousands of people into responsible citizens for the cause
of nature.

This year also, the competition was in 6 groups for
students ranging from Lkg to 12th standard held at four
different time — staggered to ensure that there were no two
activities at any given time which helped us in crowd
management. We had sent neatly designed invitations
containing all details in a folder to 200 schools in the city of
Chennai. We had kept flexboards advertising the event and
the schedule. Details were available on our Website. Still
some schools had not informed correct details to the parents,
causing some disappointment to the students.

At 08:45am, the Programme was inaugurated by Dr P
Balasubramaniam, present Head Master of Hindu High
School and by Mrs Vanmathi, Dy Commissioner, Sri
Parthasarathi Swami Devasthanam . The programme started
with traditional invocation of Lord and lighting of
‘kuthuvilakku’ by the HM Balasubramaniam, Mrs Vanmathi,
Dy Commnr, Smt Prema Krishnamohan — Soundarya
Rathinamala, T) Ramani — our Treasurer and R Vijaya
raghavan, our Ex President. SYMA & Soundarya
Rathinamala volunteers and students from Bharat Scouts
ensured that everything was according to the plans drawn
up earlier. The event was well coordinated by our Secretary
R. Sanjeevi. Special thanks to Raghuraman for manning our
office room. All the participating children were given prize
and a Certificate commending their participation. We had
close to 2000 students for dissipating and the cooperation
of the Hindu School authorities and staff ensured that we
were able to accommodate all the students and provide
proper seats to all of them easily. In the end, the children
and parents left with happiness writ large in their faces.

The competition for 9, 10, 11 & 12th was held at the
hall in the 2nd floor; rest were held in the yellow building.
The shamiana covering the play grounds provided good
shelter against the sweltering heat of Sun and parents really
appreciated the care taken by us. The results of the Drawing
competition were immediately put up on our website which
attracted thousands of hits. The talent and attitude of today’s
children is so encouraging and many of the drawings made
us realize the innate talent that is present. We are very
happy that we are able to provide a good platform for
children showcasing their talent.

The action then shifted to the other venue — The Mylapore
Fine Arts Club. This was our second successive year of

conducting Childfest outside the precincts of Triplicane. On
the day of Competition i.e., 29th Jan 2012, — SYMA volunteers
and Soundarya Rathnamala were at the venue much before
the inauguration. ferried to the venue in a van arranged. The
venue looked colourful and the day started quite early. At
around 0900 am, the day’s events was inaugurated by Mr M.
Balasubramanyam of Mangal Tirth Estates who expressed his
happiness to be in the midst of SYMA group.

The First event was Singing of Carnatic songs. The stage at
Mylapore Fine Arts had been the podium for great singers and
this time, it was young students of various schools who actively
participated. It was pleasant music to ears. The next event
was Singing of Film songs which had enthusiastic participation.
Culminating the event was the performance by the Judge who
sung with ease in both male and female voices enthralling all
those present. Alongside, the Quiz preliminary which was a
written round consisting of 20 Questions was held for Group
A (6thto 9th] and Group B [10th to 12th]. Most of the questions
were topical and tested the knowledge of the events that
captured headlines in newspapers. At 0100 noon — we had
the finals of Quiz — first the A group, followed by Group B.
The Quiz format was the brainchild of Brahma Associates -
thanks to N Rajaram for the full support extended from Oman.
The Quiz was conducted by Yours Truly — the Editor
S. Sampathkumar.

There was a very popular visitor amongst the audience. It
was Mr. PW.C.Davidar, |.A.S, Principal Secretary and
Commissioner, Corporation of Chennai. We had earlier
approached him to be our Chief Guest but he could not accede
to our request owing to a high level meeting. It was indeed a
great gesture on his part to attend the Child Fest and be in our
midst for few minutes. It really raised our spirits.

Variety of instruments accompanied by performers started
pouring in and at 02.30 pm we had the competition ‘Instrument
Fusion” which was a team event of 4 students per team. It was
indeed a great variety. Then came the most colourful
performance of Group Dance — group of 6 forming a team @
03.30 pm. The crowd was filling in large numbers —
everywhere one can see painted children and anxious mothers.
There were beautifully decorated animals, Various Lords —
Hanumar, Buddha and more, National leaders like Bharathiyar,
Gandhiji - science equipments and more — yes all beautiful
children dressed and decorated capturing the attention and
eyes of all. Unlike competitions elsewhere, at SYMA Fancy
dress competition, there would be no dialogues or recitation
of verses nor individual parading. Thirumazhisai Kannan
ensured that photos of the well dressed children were taken
and delivered on the spot. There was a huge contingent of
SYMA volunteers readily available to do all chores. The group
of Soundarya Rathnamala took care of the registration
formalities and ensured distribution of certificates and gifts to
all participants. Over all, it was a neatly organized colourful
show.







